
PALM SUNDAY HOMILY 
 

Every year when we proclaim the Passion, as we just did, a 

different part of it strikes me and touches me in an unexpected 

way.  The entire story is a sacred part of who we are—and is 

also obviously VERY emotional—but this year, I was 

particularly moved by the following words of Jesus.  I think they 

express how most of us feel right now: 

 

“Then Jesus said to them, ‘This night, all of you will have 

your faith in me shaken, for it is written: I will strike the 

shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be dispersed…’”  

 

To use his words, all of us feel “scattered and dispersed,” 

maybe even, “struck down.” Ways in which we are dispersed, 

scattered: 

 

A young couple with their newborn in Texas who cannot be here 

with parents and grandparents… 

 

Military personnel still serving away from home and 

experiencing “harm’s way” at many different levels… 

 

Healthcare workers (physicians, nurses, and others) who are 

giving every ounce of energy each day to care for the sick and, 

who, because of the work that they do and the risks that they 

take, have not been able to be with their families in the ways that 

they are use to… 

 

Couples who have had to postpone their wedding—or who, at 

least, have had those plans interrupted and scattered… 

 

Loves ones whose loved ones are in the hospital, and they are 

unable to be with them at all, due to the identified risks… 



 

Priests who need to anoint the sick with oil, but, due to the risks 

involved, are not able to do so… 

 

R.C.I.A. candidates who are waiting for their big day… 

 

I have limited my contact with my own family to practically no 

contact at all… 

 

And, of course, to state the obvious, you and I and all of us are 

not able to be here in our church, this place that has come to 

mean so much to so many… 

 

Truly, we do feel scattered.  However, while the flock and the 

sheep may feel dispersed, THE SHEPHERD IS MOST 

DEFINITELY NOT STRUCK DOWN!  Jesus Christ is alive 

and well, in our midst.  Today, and for much of this week, we 

focus on the Passion and Death of Jesus.  But the only way that 

we’re going to get through this is to also focus on the 

Resurrection.  For, it will come.   

 

(A TEXT MESSAGE THIS MORNING FROM A 

FRIEND): “HAPPY PALM SUNDAY, MY BROTHER!!!  

This kinda reminds me of "How The Grinch Stole Christmas". 

Even though he took all of the gifts and presents, he couldn't 

steal away the Spirit! That's what this Holy Season has meant to 

me. God's people are still standing in His presence, even though 

this virus is keeping us apart. Today will be a special Sunday! 

This will be a Special Easter because Christ is calling us to come 

closer to Him and receive His grace! Enjoy your day, man! I'll 

see you at 10am!”   

 

Amen! 

 
  



 


